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government to Al Hakem, and spent his time in his
gardens, trying to find comfort in long conversations
with Abu Ayub, a learned and devout man, who, after
having been a brave soldier, had dedicated himself to
good works, and went about in a coarse woollen gar-
ment, bestowing alms.

The Khalif sent many gifts to the poor by his hands,
and it was he who recorded the words of Abd-el-Rhaman,
in these days of depression, at the end of a prosperous
and splendid reign of fifty years. Almost in the words
of the Preacher of Israel did he sum up the joys and
grandeur of his reign, and then added that he had
counted up the days when he had been really and truly
happy, and found them to amount to just fourteen!

He grew weaker, and his pleasure was to listen to
the songs of Moyna, a lady who acted as his secretary,
and of Ayesha, another lady, both highly educated,
and modest as any of their Christian sisters.

Abd-el-Rhaman III. died in 961. He had an ex-
tensive dominion in Africa, including Ceuta and
Tangier; and one of his titles was Emir-al-Moit-
menynt or Chief of the Faithful, which became on
European lips the Miramamolin, when inherited by
his successors.

Al Hakem's reign was more peaceful and equally
prosperous, being in fact a continuation of that of his
father in all essential points; but after his death, in 976,
more stormy times began, and the brilliant flower of
Moslemism began to pass away.